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81A, 


N A late Converſation. we had btn pd 
the Subj of the Chriſtian Religion, 1 100 


, that, beſides all the Proofs of it which © | 4 


may be drawn from the Propheeies of the Ca- i 


mau, from the neceſſary C nneckion it has with 

the whole Syſtem of the Jeb Religion, from the 

. Miracles of Chriſ, and from the Evid&ice given of 

his Reſurrection by all the other Apoſtles, I chought - 

the Converſion and the Apoſtieſhiꝑ of St. Pau}alo 
duly conſidered, was of itſelf a Demonſtration fuf- 

"nm? to prove. Chriſtianity t be a Divine Reve- 

tion. 

As you ſeemed to think has 0 compe 
Proof might be of Uſe to convince thoſe U den 5 
that will not attend to a longer Series of Argumen | 

- F have thrown together the Reaſons upon. which 1 

* that Propoſition, | 

he 26th Chapter of the Al. of the Apoſtles, - > 

_ writ by-a Cotemporary Author, and a Companion 

olf St. Paul in Preaching the Goſpel (as - appeareth - 

by the Book itfelf, Ch. xx. Ver. 6, 13, 14. Ch. 


- xvii. Ver. 1, Se.) St. Paul is ſaid to have given | 


himſelf this Account of his Converfion and Pteach>. 
* to hy. * 1 2 * Remas Qorer- PEE 


2 . Cfaratin jew the . | 


e. Ho oe the Nan made by AA: og unto our 
| nto which Promiſe our twelve Trihes, 

- inſtantly ſerving God Day and Night, hope 1 
me:; f l Hope's Sake, King Agrippa, 1 
cuſed by the Zews. . Why ſhould it be 

: Thins incredible with you, that God 
i the Rh r 1 3 Ang . 12 


ef rie 

che Way: a IE 
15 5 he Wi of t e 1 oo.” ee round 
5, them en dre with. me. 250 when we 


were, all fallen e Earth, . I. 2 560 oice 

20 peafing un Ws 6. me.) and, Laying, 10 wt ' Hebrew 
< ongue, e Why | elccuteſt | thou me ? 
At be rd. fo 1 thee. to 4 ick againſt the Pricks. 
«And 1 aid, Wpo art thou, Lord? and. he ſaid, 


2 E Felus ; whom. thou perſecuteſt. But riſe, 
* oh upon = Feet; 3 for I have appeared. unto 
4 7 5 for inen poſe, to. Wake FEA der 


98 8 — = 


Pe 


; * 


— theſe Thing 


=Y aid | 
Enric 
EI 
8 bie Beek be gives in'Subftarice'thb 


543 Fun i9); JL 
Fr 510024 
% = 


ml Nee, SPAWN? | + 
hols o_ the Gentiles, + ah who: now 


a "fend 18 755 N57 te turn t 


n e ein 18 
Dare 2 ke Faith that is inne. Whetred 


© neſt of Sits whit 
©'O King Agrippa, I was, hor'difobedicnt” 15 „ 


* © Heavenly V Ki "But Hewes Giſt unto them 


out "All 


© Damiſeus, ad at Feruſalim, and 


5 the Sonfts of Fadzn, and to the 88 oY 


700 5 thould F 1 and turn e 5 , ant ae 


or 8835 Yoni Way this He 


Idol to Small and "Great, fay! 2 55 order 


Things than thoſe which. her and the Prophets 
fioul@ come? That Chr 
the thould be the Firſt chat ould Riſe 
7 — the end, and ſhouſd ſtier Light"'t6 the 


© Pb and cd ihe" Gvhti 5 And ab be thus | 


2 4 7 2 
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EE br Himmel; Feftits fa id wir a ud Volce, 


_Jp 
| © Pat. thön At t Peſte e thyſelf; müch Learning 
2 beg tete cha. Bar Re faid. Lam idt mad, 


noble Tes, bot (peak forth he Words of 
pf Truth and Soberneſd. For the K knoweth of 
before whom alſo I ſpeak frecly; ſor 
Med: that none of theſe Things are hid- 


am 


; s TAE ;. for the Thing was not done n a2 


FEing 6 ed beliveſt thow the” Pro- 
now d believeſt. ben rip 
Puuh almoſt thou perſuadeſt me to pe a 
f d Paul faid,  F would to God, 8 
Hot on 255 ly Thou, hut alſo 411. that hear. me This 
ere both. almoſt and altagetfier luci as EE 


am, {gs ept theſe” Bonds.“ In another Cha ters of- 


he: 1 


count to th e 1 555 e . 
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. — upon 1 Converſion. 


Ach, ch. xxii. ver. 10, IT, 12, 13, 143,15, 76. 
© And I gd, What ſhall I do, Lord? And. the 


4 Lord ſaid unto me, Ariſe; and go into Damaſcus, 


* and. there. it ſhall. be tald. thee of all Things 
Which are appointed for thee to do. And when 
lory of that Light, being 
© Jed. by the Hand of them that were with me, I 
came OE amaſcus. And one Ananias, a devout 
an accordin to the Law, having a good Re- 
port of all the Fetus that dwelt, there, eame unto 
me, and ſtood, and ſaid unto. me, Brother Saul, 
receive thy [Sight and the ſame Hour. I looked 
2. upon And he ſaid, Che God of our 
athers — choſen thee, that, thou ſhould'ſt 
know his Will, and ſee that Juſt One, and 
ſhould'ſt hear the Voice of his. Mouth. For thou 
< ſhalt be his Witneſs: untg all Men of what. thou. 
6 7 ſeen and heard. And nom h tarrieſt thou? 


2 


Ariſe, ; and be baptiſed, and wah away 9235 Sins, | 


Alling on the Name of the Lord. 
e F 
of it Js the 


cumftances not mentioned in theſe Acœounts: As 


ch. ix. ver. 12. that Saul in a Viſion ſaiu Ananias be- 
fore he came to him coming in, and putting his Hand 

en him, that he -might receive his Sight... N that 
when Ananias had ſpoken to him, ver. 18. immedi- 


ately there fell from bis Eyes as it had been Scales. | 


And agreeably to all theſe. Accounts, St. Paul 
thus ſpeaks of himſelf in the Epiſtles he wrote to 
the ſeveral Churches he planted ; the Authenticity 
of which cannot be doubted without overturning. all 


Rules, by which the Authority and Genuineneſs of 
any Writings can be proved, or confirmed. . 
To the Galatians he ſays, ch. i. ver. 11, 12, 13. 
14, 15, 16. I certify you, Brethren, that the Go ofpet 

h was preached by me is not after Man. For 1 


neither received it of Man, neither was I taught it, but 
h * Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, Hor ye have _ : 
af. 


gth \ Chaz — ame Book, the Joes. 
A ame a Ob ſome other. Cir- 


T a > > e 


er. % BhHy - 


3 
4 


2 Converſation in Time pajl in the Jews RP: ] 


1 pleaſed God, who ſeparated me fri 
Fez 


jamin; an Hebrew "uf / the Hebrews. ; Ms touching the 


me into the Miniiry, toho was beſore d Blaſphemer,, an, 


and App of 85. pA U B. 


that beyond Meaſure P per) cute the Church. of Gd, 
and waſted i it. And ' profited In the Je wy$ Religion above | 
mam mine L quals in my ton Nos boi more "Bu » 
certlingly zralous of the Traditions of mn. Fathers, Bt 


oil, and called; me by his Gruce, 700 22050 . 
Som in mo, 70. 7 might Preach him anicng the Heathen, + 
immediately Þ-conferred not. with Fleſh, ani Bod, 2% . 
To the Philippians he fays, Phil: c. ili. V. 45, Þ, | 
7,58. If any" other” Man thinketh- that he hath: whereof : 
he might truſt ii the” "Fleſh, 7. more: circiimeixed "the \ 
eighth Day ef the Stocł of Iſrael, US the Tr Tribe. of Ben- 2 


Laws a-Pha riſee: ohrring 2 1; Per 765 "the 
Church 8⁰ Touching” he. A, of 5 5 the 
ele. BU that e 1 * t EDN > 

thoſe Fechter Luſh 27 Yeu dau bt Ei, ard Y 
count HTN but F the Puielthucy "of 1 rhe Rs 5 

leage of Ch 1 A ord, for en I Pati 7771 

the Los of Toi a, e bn them but Diing, thet,, 
I may win @hriftgo! #9 41915 0036 2 : : 
And in de EpiHe*to ne he Writes Wise im.“ 8 
e. i. v 12513. I ant Jeſus Chriſt our Tord, ho - 
bath onabled me; fr Ihat he counted me faithful, putting, 


a Per ſecutor, and Injurious ; bit I obtamed hr 
ban, Ts Dt in Unbelf, _. . 

In other Epiſtles he calls himfelf, 2 Cor. ci. EL 
Col. ch v. 10 1 Tim. c. . Vo Gal. ol; V. KK. 
an Apotte-by uhr Wl of Get," by the Command ment , 
God our Saviour,” und Lord Teſus Chrift n 
an Apo not of Men, neither by Man, but © by. Je ſus _ 
Chriſt, and God the * Father,” who raiſed | him from the © 
Dean. „All which implies ſome. miraculous Call 
that made him an Apoſtle. And to the Cee | 
he ſays, after \enumerating many Appearances of _ 
Feſus after his Reſurrection, 1 Cor. F. . v. 8. A 2 
2 of all be va FI alle, as- aa bart % . 

6 Tame, 


„ RES Confillrations upon nm . 

Now it muſt of Neceſſity be, that the Perſon at- 
teſting theſe, Things. of. himſelf, and of whom they 
are. related in foauthentick 2 Manner, either was an 
Impoſtor,.. who ſaid. what be knew to be falſe with 
an Intent to deceive; or he was an Enthuſiaſt, who 
by the F orga of an over-heated-Tmagination' impoſed 
on himſelf; or he was deceived. by the Fraud of 
others, and. All that he ſaid muſt be imputed to the 
Power of that Deceit; or what he declared to have 
been the Cauſe of his Converſion, and to have hap- 

pened in conſequence of it, did all really happen; 
And chereſore the Chriſtian Religion! is a divine Re- 


velation. N r 
Now that be was not an Im; ee an: faid bed 
hy knew to be falſe with an Intent to deteipe, I 
wall endeavour to prove, by ſhewing that he could 
have no rational Motives to undertake. ſuch: an Im- 
poſture, nor could have poſſibly carried it on with 
any Sucgeſs by the Means we know he be employed. 
v Firſt chen, the Inducement to ſuch. ele 
muſt have been one of theſe two, either Ne Hope of 
advancing: himſelf by. it. in his Temporal. Intereſt \ 
Eredit, or Power; ar the Gratificatibn of ſome of 
his Paſfions. under the. Authority of. it, aby Abe 
Means it afforded. | 
Nowe theſe were the OSA LBS: in "which St. | 
"Poul en his Convetſion to the Faith of Chrift 
= Fel . That: ce, who pales HOG the Meſſſab, 
, 28 thitandjng, e! Innoce! re and. 
R hs. alles 28 10 a ling che Miracles 
by whjoh he 4 tteſted 1s. n. b had been 3 5 8 
by the Fews. as an Taeter and Blaiphemer, which 
Crucifix ion not only. muſt (humanly ſpeaking) have 
intimidated others from following him, or eſpouſing 
his Doctrines, but ſerved: to confirm the Fews in 
their Opinion that he could not be their promiſed 
Maſſinb, who according to all their Prejudices was- 
not to ſuffer in. any manner, but to reign trium- 
Nn for” ever here * Earth, . His we Sf | 


7 


Qs 


0 2 ne O0Þ 0 


R 
— 2 {rpm 


22. e Fersen 


Bw 
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. 8 © 


bo 


and Apoſtliſbip of St. PA ur. 9 
deed, though at firſt they appeared to be terrified _ 
by the Death of their Maſter, and diſappointed in 
all their Hopes, yet had ſurpriſingly recovered their 
Spirits again, and publickly taught in his Name, de- 
claring him to be Riſen from the Grave, and con- 
firming that Miracle by many they worked, or pre- 
tended to work themſelves. But the Cliief Prieſts 
and Rulers among the Jets were ſo far from being 
Converted either by their Words, or their Works, 
that they had begun a ſevere Perſecution againſt 
them, put ſome to Death, impriſoned others, and 
were going on with implacable Rage againſt the 

whole Sect. In all theſe Severities St. Paul concun- 

red, being himſelf a Phariſee, bred up at the Feet of 
Gamaliel,. one of the Chief of that Sect; nor was he 

content in the Heat of his Zeal with Perſecuting the 
Chriſtians who were at Feruſalem, but, Acts ix. I, 
2, breathing out Threatning and Slaughter againſt the 
Diſciples of the Lord, went unto the High Fri, and 
difired of him Letters to Damaſcus to the Synagogues, 

: at if be frund any of this Way, whether they wore 

ee, Homer, be might ring them bend to Jervla> 

1 lem. His Requeft was complied with, Acts xxvi. 

; 12. and he went to Damaſcus with Authority and 

| Commiſſion from the High Prieſts. At this Inſtant of 

Time, and under theſe Circumſtances,. did he be- 

7 come a Diſtiple of Chriſi. What could be his Mo- 

tives to take ſuch a Part? Was it the Hope of en- 


» & SY _ \ ry OY Yo I 9 — 


. 


E 


+ | creaſing his Wealth? The certain Conſequence of 
+ his taking that Part was not only the Loſs of all 
4 that he had, but of all Hopes of acquiring more. 
h Thoſe whom he left, were the Diſpoſers of Wealth, 
aq of Dignity,. of Power in Fudæa; thoſe whom he 


went to, were indigent Men, oppreſt and kept 
down from all Means of improving their Fortunes. 
q They among them who had more than the reſt; 


_ ſhared what they had with their Brethren, but with 
. this Aſſiſtance the whole Community was hardly 
\. upplied with. the Neceſſaries of Life, And even in 
I, 8 | Fj „ i Chuiches 


— 


320 2 upon the — | 
Churches he afterwards. planted himſelf, which were 
much more wealthy, than that of Feruſalem, ſo far 
Was St. Paul from availing himſelf of their Charity, 

or the Veneration they had for him, in order to 

draw that Wealth to himſelf, that he often refufed 
to take any Part of it for the Neceſſaries of Life. 

Thus he tells the Corinthians, 1 Cor. ch. xv. v. 8. 
Even unto this preſent Hour we both hunger and thirſt, 
and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain 
Dwelli ing-Place, . and labour, working with our own 
Hands, _ 

In another Epittl he writes to them, 2 Cor, xii, 
14. Behold the third tim” I am ready. to come to you, 
25 I o hots e ee for I ſack not yours 

7. you; far t 7 et to lay 7 the 

arc, up t the Parents fe or. the:Children, . 7 or 

To the Theſſalpmians 1 ſays, 2 Theſſ. iii. 8. As 
we were 7674 of God 10 he PO in iro wie the Gof- 


Peel, ever a, we ing 72 75 hg Mo * 
_ ttering J 725 Gba e neſs 
| we ny ; 10 Wa NG neither f 


5 you, nor yet A f othe 5 " whey mig e been burthens 
me, as the Res. of Chri Ya 155 remember, Bre- 
thren, 1 5 8 and Travel :. r \dabouring Night 
and Dias” becauſe we would not he chr cable to any of 
fn we Jene unto you, the Goſpel of Go. And again 

3 Letter to them he repeats the fame Teſti- 


of his Diſintereſtedneſs: 5 Neither aid awe eat 


an's Bread for nought, but wrought : with Labour 
and Trau Noche A „ that. we might not be 
chargeable to any of you. And when he took his 
Farewel of the Church of Epheſus, - to whom he 
ſforetold that they ſhould ſee him no more, he gives 
this. Teſtimony of himſelf, and appeals to them for 
- the 2 of it: Acts xx. 33, 34. I have coveted no 
_— or Gold, or Apparel. Yea, ou yourſelves 
ſe Hands have miniſtered unto my Meceſ⸗ 

Bi, "and 44 n-that were with-me. It i is then 25 
=. ent 


that the Preaching Chi crucified was a ace 


\ 


ant Hpoſtleſhip of St. PAC... IS; 


dent both from the State of the Church when St. 


Paul firſt came into it, and from his Behaviour after- 

wards, that he had no thoughts of encreaſing his 
Wealth by becoming a Chriſtian ; whereas. by con- 

tinuing to be their Enemy, he had almoſt certain 
Hopes of making his Fortune by the Favour of 
thoſe who were at the Head of the Zewyh State, 
to whom nothing could more recommend him than 
the Zeal that he ſhewed in that Perſecution. As 
to Credit or Reputation, that too lay all an the 
Side he forſook. The Set he embraced was under 
the greateſt and moſt univerſal Contempt of any 
then in the World. The Chiefs and Leaders of it 
were Men of the Loweft Birth, Education, and. 
Rank. They had no one Advantage of Parts, or 


| Learning, or other Human Endowments to recom- 


mend them, The Doctrines they taught were can- 
gary to thoſe, which" they who were accounted the 
Wifeft and the moſt Knowing of their Nation pro- 


. 


ſeſt. The wonderful Works that they did, were 


dither imputed to Magick or to Impoſture. The 
very Auth 


or and Head of their Faith had been con- 
demned'as a Criminal, and died on the Croſs be- 
tween two Thieves. Could the Diſciple of Gamdliel 
think he ſhould gain any Credit or Reputation by 
becoming a Teacher in a College of Fithermen ? 
Could he flatter himſelf, that either in or out of 
Judæa the Doctrines he taught could do him any 
Honour? No; he knew very well, 1 Cor. i. 23 


440d 7 7% Jows, ond is the Greeks Fooliſbneſe. He 
afterwards found by Experience, that in all Parts of | 
the be rar cr 95 Portion of whoever 
engaged in ching a Myſtery fo unpalatable to 
the World, to all its Paſſions and Pleaſures, and ſo 


irreconcileable to the Pride of Human Reaſon, 


I Cor. iv. 15. e are made (ſays he to the Corinthi- 
ans) as the Filth of the World, the Officouring F4 all 
things unte this Day. Let he went on as zealouſly ' 


< , — 
: * — 
+ — 
» , 
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8 — upon the * on 
as he ſet out, and wat not afhamed of the Goſpel 6 
Chriſt. Certainly then the Deſire ” 1 4 
8 Ambition of making\to:bimſelf a great Name, was not 
5 his Motive to embrace Chriſtianity. Was it then 
8 of Power! Power, over whem? over a 
Flock of Sheep driven to the Slaughter, whoſe Shep- 
10 1 bn had been murdered a little before. Al 
he, could hope from that Power was to be markt out 
| Bod path: Manner for the ſame Knife, which 
ad ſeen fo bloodily dran againſt tbem. Could 
he expect more Merey from the Chief Priefts and the 
7 Rulers, - than they had ſhewn-'toFeſus Himſelf? 
Mould not their Anger be probably fie wow againſt 
the Deſerter and Betruyer of their Cauſe than a- 
geinſt any other of the Apoſtles? Was Power over 
. ſo mean and deſpiſed a Set of- Men worth the at- 
tempting with. ſo much Danger ? But fill it may be 
ſaid, there are ſome Natures ſo fond of Potrer that 
they will court it at any Rilk, and be pleaſed with 
i even over the Meaneſt. 50 us!ithen- fee what 
"Power. St. Paul aſſumed” over the Chriſtians; Did 
| e to any Superiority over the other Wedel 
: 1 75 he declared himſelf, Epheſ. iii. 8. 1 Cor. x 
the leaſt of them, -and lefs than ths Leut f : all > 34 
"Even i in the Churches he planted himſelf," he never 


FPreten ded to anyq;rimacy or Power above the other 


75 I .this Lay. that every one of your faith; 


Apoſtiks; nor would he be regarded any otherwiſe 
. by them, than as the Inſtrument to them of the 
race of God, and Preacher of the Goſpel, not as 
the Head of a Sekt. To the Cormhian; he writes in 
; 17 Words, 1 Cor. i. 12, al 14* 75 „ . No.0 
am / Paul, 


4 I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, 7% Chriſt 


J Chriſt @rvided £ ? Was Paul * Fer you? Or 
ere ye boptizeff*in the Name of Paul? And in ano- 
4 © ther Fact, 1 Cor, ili. 5. Who then is Paul, and who 

_ $5 Apollos, but Minzſters by. whom'ye. believed, even as 
- the Lard gave to. every Han. 2 Cor. iv. 5. For tor 
preacb not #6. 3 Bag but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and 
ourſelves your Servants 5 Jeſus Sade. Al 


no- 


1 4s 


bis Account. Such was the Dominion acquired and 


did Mo! aſpire the many-falſe Meſſiahs among the 


Fupport of it, 


tion, he formed no Common-wealths, he raifed no 


dience to their Rulers was the Doctrine he taught to 


taught he practiſed hiniſelf; nor did be uſe any of 


and Apgſilabip of St. Paul. 13 
All the Authority he exerciſed over them was 
Pair of a ſpiritual Nature, tending to their Inſtrue- 
tion and Edification, without any Mixture of that 
civil Dominion in which alone an Impoſtor can find 


exerciſed. through the Pretence of divine I nſpiration, 
by many. antient. Legiſlators, by Minos, Nadaman- 
thus, Triptolemus, Lycurgus, Numa, Zune, Zoroaft- | 
er, Aamolxis, may even by Pythagoras, who joined 

Legiſlation to his Philoſophy, and like the dener, 
pretended to Miracles and Revelations from God, 
to give a more venerable Sanction to the Laws. he 
preſcribed. . Such, in later Times, was attained by 
Odin among the Gotht, by Mubomet among the Ara- 

Bians, hy Mango Coapue among the Peruviens, by the 
Se Family among the Perſians, and” that of the 
Aeriſ among the Mors. TO uch 4 Dominion 


eb. In — ſpiritual Authority was only de- 
lited as A for temporal Power, or as the 
theſe Pretenders to Divine In- 
ſpirat ions, and 2 whom Hiſtory mentionethi in 
different Ages and Countries to have uſed the ſame 
Arts. But St. Paul innovated nothing in Govern- 
ment or Civil Aﬀairs, he meddled not with Legiſla- 


Seditions, he affected no temporal Power. Obe- 
the Churches he planted, Nom. xiii. and what he 


thoſe ſoothing Arts by which ambitious and cun- 
ning Men recommend themſelves to the Favour of 
thoſe Whom they endeavour to ſubject to their 
Power. Whatever was wrong in the Diſciples un- 
der his Care he freely reproved, as it became a 
Teacher from God, of which numberleſs Inſtances 

are to be found in albhis Epiſtles. And be was as 
ok of them when Or lelt them, as as while he 


- Gow V4; ; 
> 


14 bs. Cmnfuteritio upon the Converſion 


reſided. among them, which an Impoſtor would 
hardly have 1 whoſe Ends were centered all in 
himſelf, This is the manner in which be writeth to 
the, Theſſalonians. Wherefore my Beloved, as ye have 
always, ed, uot in my. Preſence only, but now much 
re Pull my. [bſence, work out your own Salvation 4vith 
wo; Trembling 25 Theſſ. © 'th Y, 14, Ack A lit- 
gh 71 7 he adds the Cauſe why he intereſted himſelf 
uch in their onduct, That ye may be blameleſs 
en mi 7 the Sons of Gol in the midſt of a crooked 
, ſe Nation, among whom ye ſhine as Lights i in 
orld, holding forth the Word of Life ; that T may 
e in the Da 5 Chriſt, that I have not run in 
Vain, either la oured in vain. Tea, and if I be of- 
free ben the Sacrifice and Serv 52 of gour Faith, Ih 
and rejoice Wiſh. you all, Tbel C. ii. v. 15, 16, „ 
Are theſe the Words of an Impoſtor deſiring nothing 
but temporal Power! No, they are evidently writ- 
ten by one who looked beyond the Bounds of this 
Life. But it may be fal, that he affected at leaſt 
an, abſolute. ſpiritual Power over the Churches he 
formed. T anſwer, he preached Chriſt Feſus and not 
| him elf. Chr in was the Head, he only the Min ter, 
for ſuch only he gave him f to them. He 
called thoſe who ated him in preaching. the Goſ- 
pelt his Fellnu-labourers, and Pellow-ſervants. = 
So far was he from taking any dvantage of a 
higher Education, ſuperior Targa and more Uſe 
of the World, to claim to kiel any Supremacy 
-above the bl Apoſtles, that he 1 mac ſe 11 ee of all - 
thoſe Attainments, and.declared, 1 Cor. i ii. 123.5 | 
that be came not with Excellency of "Speech, or "of 1 WW: 92 | 
dom, but determined to, know nothing, among thoſ e he 
converted ave Feſus Chri i/t,.and him crucified. . And 
the Rea ſon he gave for it was, That their Far th ſhould 
not aud in the dom of Men, but in the Power of 
God,” N ConduE put hin quite ona Level 
| with the pthes; ö Apeltles, Ko knew Feſus Orgs 5 : 


S © & & 


* 


the 


— 


and Apoſtleſbip of St. Paul. 15 
well as he, and had the Power of God going along 
with their Preaching in an equal Degree of Virtue 
and Grace. But an Impoſtor, whoſe Aim had. been 
Power, would have acted a contrary Part; he would 


have availed himſelf of all thoſe Advantages, he 


would have extolled them as highly as poſſible, he 


would have ſet up himſelf by Virtue of them, as 


Head of that Sect to which he acceded, or at leaſt 


of the Proſelytes made by himſelf. This is no more 
than was done by every Philoſopher who formed a 
School; much more was it natural in one who pro 


pagated a_new-Refigion. REO 
Me ſee that the. Biſhops of Rome have claimed to 


themſelves a Primacy, or rather a Monarchy over 
whole Chriſtian Church. If St. Paul had been 


25 
dare 


tempt. It was much eafier for him to make himfelf 


Places could only be known, by what they ſeyerally 
publiſhed themſelves, Tt was nec 

they continued toge 
ple, that they ſhout 
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16 Confiderations upon the Converſion 
in diſtant Countries, the ſame Neceſſity no longer 
reMained. 1 i t n bib 5 SH 1, QUO 
tc was in the Power of St. Paul to model muſt of 
the Churches he formed, ſo as to favour his π QSn 
Ambition: For e preached the Goſpel in Parts of 
the World where no other Apoſtles had been, Rom. 
xv. a. there Chriſt was: not named till he brought 
the Knowledge of him, avoiding t build upon another 
Mam s Fuundatiom. Now had he been an Impoſtor, 
would: he have canfined himſelf to juſt the ſame 
Goſpel as was delivered by the other Apoſtles, where 
he had ſuch a Latitude to preach what he pleaſed 
without Contradiction? Would he not have twiſted 
and warped the Doctrines of Chriſt to his on Ends, 
to the particular Uſe and Expediency of his own 
Followers, and to the pecullar Support and Encreafe 
of his ow, Power e That this was nat done by St. 
Haul, ot by any other of the Apoſtles, in ſo many va- 
ious Parts of the World as they travelled into, and 
in Churches abſolutely under their un Direction; 
that the Goſpel preached hy them all ſhould de one 
and: the fame, the Dostrines (agreeing in every 
* „ 0 Particular, 
f any one imagines that he ſees any Difference be- 
tween the DoArines.of St. Fame; and St. Paul, concerning 
füuaſtification by Faith or by Works, let him read Mr. 
fothe's excellent Comment upon the Epiſtles of the latter; 
or let him only conſider 'thefe Words in the firft Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, e. ix. v. 27. But T keep unde, my Body, 
and Bring if into Subjelon; le that by any Mrans, "hin 1 
have preached'to others,” I myſelf uud be a Caftaruay, 
I St. Paul had believed or taught, that Faith'without 
Works was ſufficient to ſave aD N of Chriſ, to what 
Purpoſe did he Keep under his Bady, 


> 4%, At * W 4 7 Fa 4 * « * 4 ; 1 #* 7 * 9 
51D u dad nien ; 


| ce his Salvation was 
not to depend upon Thar being ſubjected to the Power of 
his Reaſon,” but _ upon the Faith he profeſt? His 
Faith was firm, and ſo frongly founded upon the moſt 
certam Cohviction, that be Pad no Reaſon to doubt its 


1 


FRE Gvlicidutincs #4: How cout ho then th it ane, tha: 
N f F „ | : 3 s „ N 
| _ while 


C 


＋ 
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and Apo/ilebip of St. Pau. 17 


Particular, without any. one of them attributing 


more to himſelf than he did to the others, or eſta- 
bliſhing any thing even in point of Order; or Diſci- 


pline different from the reſt, or more advantageous 


to his own Intereſt, Credit, or Bower, is àa moſt 
ſtrong and eonvineing Proof of their not being Im- 
poſtors, but acting entirely by Divine Inſpiration. 


If then it appears that St. Paul had nothing to | 


gain by:eaking chis Part, letus conſider-on the er 
tand, what he gave up, and what he had feaſon to 


fear. Heigave up a Fortune which was then in a 
fair way of advancing. He gave up that Reputa-- 


tion which: he had acquired by the Labours and 
studie Lizas by a Behaviour 
which: had; been 'blameleſs touthing 'the'' Righteouſneſs * 
which is in the Law. Phil. iii. 6. He gave up his 


Friends, his Relations, and Family; from whom he 


up-that: Religion ꝛohich he bud profittd"in'above many - 


bis: Equals im his own” Nation;': and' thoſe: Traditions of © 


bis Fathers, ukich he had been more exceedingly #ealous 
. Sal. i. 14. How hard: this Sacrifice was to - 
AI B 3. 5 Man 
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ſhould < 
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the Contempt of thoſe whoſe 
moſt eagerly ſoughit; and allthoſe other cdmplica· 


— — — —— D —— ——— 


5 18 — up FO Gee 


Madcof his warm Temper, and above all Men to 2 


Jog is is Worth Conſideration. That Nation is 


— — more tenacious of their religious 
Opinions than any other upon the Fate of the Earth. 
Phe fkriéteſt and proudeſt Sect among them was that 
6f ther Pha riſtes underiiwhoſe:Diſcipline St. Paul 
Was lited. -* The departing therefore '1o ſuddenly 


_ frotyitheisfavburite Fenets, renouncing their Pride, 


and from Kheir Diſcipline becoming their Adverſary, 


Was x Möfſt Hifficult Effort for one to make ſo nurſed 
uß anthe Eſteem of them, and Whoſe early Preju- 


dices Were ſo ſtrongly confirmed by all the Power of 


Habit: alt the Authority of Example, and all the 
Allufements of Honour and Intereſt.o Pheſe were 


theSacrifices he hiad to make im becoming a Chriſti - 
tan; ler us nowTee what Inconbeniencies he had to 


- fare the implacable Vehgeance of thoße he defert- 


eh; chat ſört of Contempt which is hartdleſt to bear, 
Opinion he bad 


tedEvilpwhich he deſcribeth inchis 2d Epiſtle to the 
Crrinthions/ Chap. xi: Evilg>the leaſt uf vchich 
were enough to have frighted any Impoſton even 


from the moſt hopeſul and profitable Cheaty But 


where the Advantage propoſed beareth io Propor- 


tion to the Dangers incurred, or the Miſchiefs en- 


dured, he muſt be abſolutely out of his Senſes who 
will either engage in an mne or being en- 
paged, iperſevere! as I Sire bas . 3736115 | 
pon the Mole men F-think I have proved that 

ſtre of Wealth; of Famey or df Power; chuld 
be no Motive to make St. Paula Convert to:Chrift, 


| but'that'on the contrary he muſt have been checkt 


by chat Defire, as well as by the juſt Apptehenſion 
of many inevitable and inſupportable Euils, from 
raking a Part fo once to his paſt Life, to 


aibthe Prineiples he Had imbibed and all the Ha- 
biet k be" had Tönt cke llt 2 2 be 


— : 
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. and: Afoftleſhip of S. PAUbl. 19 


. enquired,” whether the Gratification of any other 


Paſfien under: the Authority of that Religion, or * 


| the Means. it afforded, could be his: Inducement. 


Now that there have been ſome Impoſtors who 


© have pretended to Revelations from God, meerly to 


givè a looſe to: irregular Paſſions, and ſet: themſelves 
free from all Reſtraints of Government, Law, or 
Morality, both Ancient and Modern Hiſtory ſhew- 


eth? But the Doctrine preached by St. Fan“ is ab- 


ſolutely contrary to all ſuch Deſigns. His Writings 


Ice particularly Rom. xi. & xiiii & Col. iii.) breath 
nothing but the ſtricteſt Morality, 9 


Magiſtrates Order and Government, with the ut- 
moſt Abhorrence of all Licentiouſneſs, — mie 


ooſe Behaviour, under the Cloak of Religion. We 


nd where read in his Works that Saints are above 


moral Ordinances; that Domiaion or Property. is 


founded in Grace; that there is no Difference in 
Moral Actions; that any Impulſes of the Mind are 
to:direct us: againſt the Light of our Reaſon and the 


Lars of Nature 3 or any of ithoſe wicked Fenets 
from which the Peace of Society hath been diſturb» 


ed andithe Riiles of Morality have een broken by 


Man preteiii ing to act under Ades Sang a Di- 
vine Revelation. Nor doth any Part of his Liſe, ei- 
ther before or after his Converſion to Chriſtianity, 
bear any Mark of a Libertine Diſpoſition. As 


among the Jeu, ſo among the Chriftians,. his Con- 


verſation and Manners were blameleſs. Hear the 
Appeal that he tna keth to theiTheſſalonians upon his 

Doctrine and Behaviour among. them: Ou Exbore 
tation "was nat; , Deceit, nor Uncleanneſst ner in 


Guile ::2#! are I itneſſes, and God alſo, hop holily, 


and juſtly, aud unblameably we behaved our feb YES ; 
1 e 3 _ believe. e, ii. 3. TOs: * N to 


REES 2 un 3 
55 0 f 1015. 5 fi + 134 


Y 
) | * 


20 por H Co 
tke C T a aug have % | Man, 
we haue corrupted no Man, we have 2 "no 
Man. 2 Cor. vii. 2.0 See alſo 3 Cor. i. Ia. & i Wa 25 

lt was nat then the Deſire af gratifying any itre- 

gular, Paſſion, that could; induce; St. Paul- to turn 
Chriſtian, no more than the,, Hope of; adyancing 

| himſelf either in Wealth, or B ; 
But, ſtill it is paffible ome Men may (ay, (and 1 
would leaye no imaginable Objection unanſwered) 
| 7 55 Lene have no. — or inte 


-_ — Frauds to 7 —— Nags, — 


though etroneous and falſe in its Pheolegical Tenets, 
and in the Facts upon which it was prqunded; was 
in its Frecepte and Influence beneficial sg Mankind. 

Nowit is true that ſome gaod Men in the: Hea- 
e World, have both pretended. to Diyine Revela- 
tions, and introduced or ſupportede Religions they 


knew to be falſe, 0 2 Nation of, publick ul. 


ty x. but; e 
Maxima 


* Truth, not 92 9 
Religion, pr tan Ba 5 all 1 
anne to. ths ert of God Jt the ny — 
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refumptive Probf of his" 

Se 9102 11 deen Ge, he would' have 

E — rivate Letters of the Cheat they were Carry 

on; and ſome ſecret Directioſis to turn it to forke worldly 
Purpoſes of one Kind or another: But no ſuch Thing is 

| N da ee JR lame difmssrefted, 


: her more Pali Epiſtles. 
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and Apoſtleſbip of St. PAUL. dy © 
y ſtances they acted in were very different from thoſe 
s | The firſt Reformers of ſavage, uncivilized Nas 
ho tions, had no other way to tame thoſe barbarous 
n People, and bring them to ſubmit to Order and Go 
8 vernment, but by the Reverence which they ac- 
r. quired from this Pretence. The Fraud was there- 
I fore alike beneficial both to the Deceiver and the 
) Deeeived. And in all other Inſtances which can be 
7 given of good Men acting this Part, they not only did 
et it to ſerve good Ends, but were ſecure of its doing 
= no Harm. Thus when Lycurgus perſuaded the Spar-- 
(6: tans, or Numa the Romans, that the Laws of the 
h one were inſpired by poll, or thoſe of the other 
Ss, by Egeria, when they taught their People to put 
a8 reat Faith in Oraeles, or in Augury, no temporal 
d. iſchief either to them, or their People, could at- 
2 tend the Reception of that Belief. It drew on no 
a Perſecutions, no Enmity with the World. But at 
34 that Time when St. Part undertook the preaching 
i- the Goſpel,” to perſuade any Man to be a Chriſtian, 
IN - was to perſuade him to expoſe himſelf to all the Ca- 
28 lamities human Nature could ſuffer.” Fbis St. Pant 
ht he taught to look for it too, 75% iii, 4. 2 Cor. vi. 
n- 4. 5. Eph. vi, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. Phil. i. 
es 28, 29, 30. Cal. i, 9, 10, 11. Rom. viii. 35, 36. 
5 The only Support that he had himſelf, or gave to 
5 them was, That F ibey ſuffered with Chriſt, they 
£5... W ould be alfo glorified together. And that, be reclon- 
X- | ed that the Sufferings of the preſent Time were not wor- 
ef. WORDS SUS. D217 FR il S 
„ e be campared with that Glory. Rem. viii. 17. 18. 
nts 80 likewiſe he writeth to the Theſſalowans, Ilie aur 
ing lues glory in you, in the Churches of God, for: your Pa- 
ys | tence and Faith in all your Perſecutions. and Tribulations. 
18 that you endure; which is a muniſeſi Token of the vigb. 
ed, teous Fudgment of God, thut ye may be counted" worthy 
te N of the Kingdem'if God, for which allo ye ſuffer; ger 
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8 Confuratios upon the " 


Ht n righteous Thing' with God" to recompence or 
'Tribulation to — that trouble. you, and to yen | 
who are trouble Ri with us, when the Lord Feſus 
mall be revealed: from Heaven with his mighty An- 
gels, e. Theſſl. i, 4, 5, 6, 7. And to the Corin- 
| 8 amt he ſayeth, F in this Zz TY we have Hope in 
I Cri; we ure of all Men the moſt miſerable. How 
[| much reaſon he had te ſay th the Hatred, the 
Oontempt, the Torments; the Deaths: endured by 
the Chriſtians: in that Age, and long afterwards 
| abundantly: prove. Whoever profeſt the Goſpel un- 
theſe Circumſtances without an entire Convicti- 
| | on ofl its being a Divine Revelation, muff have been 
4 mad; and if he made others profeſs” it by Fraud or 
1 Deceit, he muſt have been worſe than mad, he 
1 muſt have been the moſt hardened VIllaim that ever 
18 breathed." - Could any Man who had in his Nature 
mie leaſt Spark of Tfaunbitge ſubject Bis Fellows 
Creatures toſs: many Miſeries; or could one that 
148 Dad in his Mind the leaſt Ney f Neaſon, exp fe 
* bimſelf to ſhare them with thöſfe he Yeceived, it 
| aer to advance à Religion which he Ene to be 
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falſe; - meerhyi for the Saſte of its Morat:Dodtrines ? 
Such an Extravagance is too abſurd to be fuppoſed, 
| and I dwell too long on a» Notion, that u . 
ti the Refletion confurethvithele. t 
: * would only add to the other Prbofs 1 270 given P 
that St. Puul could have no rational Motive to be- 
come 2 Diſciple ef irt, unleſs he fuccreiy believe | © 
in him, this Obſervation : That wheteas it may be ; 
if 

a 
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objected to-cheother Apofttes, by thoſewho are re- 
ſolved not to credit cheir Teſtimony, that Having 
been deeply engaged with 7efus during his Life, 
they were obliged” to continue the ſame” rofeffions | 
after his Death; for the Support of their own Credit, || 2 
and from having gone too far to go back, this can pl 
by no means be ſaid of St: Paul. On ee 4 
whateverForce'therem acdc afon- | 4 


and the Fart that he acted in conſequence of it was 


* ” — * 


and Apoſtleſbip of St. Pau. 23 
ing, it all tendeth to convince. us that St. aul muſt 
have naturally continued a Jeu, and an Enemy af 
Chrift Jeſus. If they were engaged on one Side, 
he was as ſtrongly engaged on the other 3 if Shame 


with-held them from changing Sides, much more 


ought. it to have ſtopt him, who being of a higher 
Education and Rank in Life a great deal than they, 
had more Credit to loſe, and muſt be ſuppoſed to 
have been vaſtly more ſenſible to that ſort of Shame; 
The only Difference was, that they by quitting 
their Maſter after his Death, might have preſerved 
themſelves; whereas, he by quitting the Jets, and 


taking u 


4 


the Croſs of: Chri/t, certainly brought on 
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Paul's exabracing the Faith of Chrisi, without have- 


on the contrary, every Thing concurred to deter 
conclude,. that when a Man of his Underſtanding 

of, the Tr, ; of 4 it, and that, by conſequence, ; he | 
was not an Impoſtor, who-{aid what he knew: tobe 
WI h an!] tent to deceiv e Aire 151% 


falſe with an Inte ee ama any 
"Bar | hat no Shadow of Doubt may remain upon 
the Impoſhbility . of his having been ſuch: an Im- 
are. ſametimes: ſo capricious, that they will art withaut- 
any rational Metryes, they. Anotu not aul, and ſa per- 2 
haps m . Ste Paul, I ſhall next endeavour to prove, 
that if he had, been ſo unacecuntabiy wild and ab- 
ſurd, às to undertake an Impoſture {o unproſita ble 
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ang dangerous.both to himſelf and thoſe he deceiveil 


by it, he; could not poſſibly have carried it on with 


any Succeſs, by the Means that we know he: em- 
ploye 40 : i ir mon bis 
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poſture, — much un u AnbeRüre as could 


unge be Kerried en by one Nan alone. Te, Faith 


de profeſſed, and wich he b. an Apoſtle of, 
Woo. Hot his Ativerition. He was not the Author or 
Neginner of it, and therefore it vas not in his Power 
1 to raw the Doctrines of it out of his own Tmigita- 
tion; With Feſis, who was the Author und Head 
of it; he had never had any Communication before 
his Death, nor with his Apoſtles after his Death, 
pt as their Ferſecutor. As he tobk on himſelf 
| ce and Character of an Apoſtle, it was abſo· 
e Kae for him to have a pfeciſe and per- 
nowledge of all the Facts contained in the 
erer ſeveral of which had only Pen between 
efus himſelf und his twelve Apoſtles, and others 
- more privately ſtill, ſo that they could 77 
but to very few, being not yet made publick by an 
Writings; otherwiſe be would have expoſed h ors} 
to Ridicule among thoſe Who preached that Goſpel! 
with more Knowledge than he; and as the Teſti- 
mony they bore would have been different in Point 
f Fact, and' many of their Doctrines and Interpre- 
* ations of Scriptüre 1 repugnant to his, from their 
entire Difagteement with thoſe Jetiſs Opinions in 
Which he was bred up; either they muſt have been 
forced to ruin his Credit, or he would have rained 
theirs, Some general Notices he might have gained 
-of theſe Matters from the Chriſtians he per ſecuted, 
"but not exact or extenſive enough to qualify him for 
am Apoſtle, whom the leaſt Error in theſe Points 
would have diſgraced, and *wha" müſt have been 
tuined by it in all his ctenf hl to that Inf piration, 
net whence the Apoſtoſical Authority a chiefly 
—— 
t was therefore impoſlible for him to this 
OS Put but in Confederacy. at leaſt with the 8 
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the Uadertaking to preach. the Goſpel did-not 
Teure an exact and particular Knowledge. of 11 


ee ur et Power pf working Mi- 
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0 dgeret Arte they. ſo bad va thee — : 
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Beat Light froh / Heavens and, heard Ch Fele 
veproaching bim with his-Perſeqution,, and = 
manding him to go into the City where; i 
be told him hat he Was to d But to 
for his abufing this-Method of declaripg We b 
Oorrvert to O, we muſt ſuppoſe chat ba ſe 
16-were with WE Re ONO he had, th 
ion, were his Acco Other wiſe the Btory 
bed tald could have gained 095 - Belief, being contra- 
dicted by them whoſe Teſtimony. was neceſſary. to 
vauchi for the Truth of it. And het how can. we | 
ſuppoſe, that all theſe Men ſhould be 8 
in this Impoſture? They were probably 
Juſtice, or Soldiers, who bad been pled, often | 
before in enecuting the Otdem ef the High- Prieſt 
and the Rulers againſt the Chriſti ans, n Or, i thexß 
were ehoſen particularly or ſchis Expeditian, they 
| muſt have been æheſen by them as Men they cou 
r 
induce to the at u 
were employed in Dots it even 1 
1 with the Man they ſily 2 | 
before, or after: thin Times: r any Reward, from 
him for it? This is therefdra Difficulty in #1 
Outer of this Impoſture ht to be oαο,icu me. 
But further, he was oto he inſtrugted, by one at 
— mares 5 — 1 
; his Accomplite, . they ap to be 
abſolute Strangers to one another, ang thongh he | 
aste Manof an excellent Character on hadia gaod 
. »of ail ehe Jews that dur u, Damaſcus; and 
0 abe unlikely to have engsged in ſuch an 
Notwithſtanding theſe Improba 2 
this 1 1 7. muſt have been : 
Atcomplice in carrying on this wicked, Fraud; 
the whole Matter muſt have been previouſiy AY 
#n:botween' then. i de am 
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Feen ee : How could this Man venture tu ark 


| dungereus Part without the Conſent of the 
8 eg, "eſpecially of the Apoſtles, or 


what Means Sls he obtain their Conſent? An 
Row Abfürdiy dig they 'contrive' their Buſineſs} tc 
make the Converfion of Saul the Effect of a Miracle 
Which all thoſe Who were with kim muſt cer 
did never happen'! How much eaſier would it ha 
been t NW" meds km be ie e pretended 
| Mirack „ or | by raid 


Kkimſelf, Wen tink were able to Jifldret the Fraud; 
rſion to that, or 'to/the 


£45.43 * 


and have impated His Ce 
4 nehts' uſed by ſome of his Prifoners; Whom he 
| right! have diſcourſes” with; wt) pi gs 

bir Faith) 26d the Grounds'of it, in-order | 
Ki 15 Ae e e tgts 38 * 51A St, Di 18 
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— hal Tabor och a' Change; -inſtead 
It tun Event which Jay ſa: open to 4 
For (to uſe the Words of St. Pu to 


e World and 
Es ſtrtct i Carching into the Truth df it, 


Jeuof at Damuſcus. Had they been able to bring 
Joy? adow af Proof to convict him of Fraud im 
2 (AF, his whole Scheme of Impoſture mot 
eee e, Int the Bud. Nor were They at 


brian, whoſe Commiſion: he bore, leſs con- 


Uthe Tm and Means tho! could d 
| 10 the Rerſckeſt Enquiry, „ he was bold e 


edge of the Truth of his Story; Wed 
E * he had cefta indy hear 
the * 
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Jo the Examination'of thoſe who weulll 
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a 7 Tat at this Time to Paul. The leaſt 
Delay y: way 0 "dangerous Conſee quetce, and mi gbt 
Cle: him to ſuch ee as Be never 5 5 


wards could « overcome. But inſtzad of 8e . ts 


| this Necefſity, Gal. i. 17, 18, he went into 


Ba, and then returned again to Damaſcus ; 0 not gig 
he g to Feruſalen till three Years were paſt 5 
Now this Conduct may be accounte for, 'p - 


| Kris that (as he declares. in his Epiſtſe to the 
Galations) Gal. i. 12. he neither received the Goſpel ar 


any. 4221 neither was be taught it, but by the Bal. | 
Tn of "Teſus Chriſt. Under fuch a, Maſter, and 
with the Aſſiſtance of his Divine, Power, he might. 
on boldly without any Human Aſſociates; but an 
mpoftar To Jeft to him elf, ſo deprived: of all Help, : 
15 Po! 5 js e Rf Fu 12 . 
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5e Language of his Epiftles, be was 
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an Intercommunity of 


admitted, whthour ay great 
and new Rites; but they no where enduted any At- 


the State. This was ſo univerſal à Notlon, 
conſtant a Maxim of Heathen Policy. thatiwhen 


38 Colfrathnrn the Converſion 


vou have in 4 great Meaſurs exhanſted::the 


Reafon' and Floyuence upon che Diffitalties — op- 
the Propagation: of the Chriſtian: r in 


All Parts of the World. 199pSH10J * 


"Now in this" Thrive St; Pal wi to hoe, 
wh; With the Policy and Power of the Magiſtrates; 


20% Wich the Intereſt; Feel and Crake of che 


Prieſts; 34), With the Prejudibes and Paifions: of 


the Paoble; 4thy, With the Wiſdom and Pride of 
the Philoſophers.” vor 
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| ligion wag interwover with their Civil Conftitution, 


and 14 ported by thb Magiſtrate as an eflentidl Part 

overnment, whoever has any Aecquaintance 
with Antiquity cannot but know. They itolerared- 
indeed many different Worſhips, {though not with 


hey ſuffered Men 5 freely neern ww 
mit to an 


onformity with th aroma Rites ; nay; 


8 abeoiding to the i Goh of aniſm which beg, | 
Wort, th they in:mofÞPlares 


ſficulty, new Gods: 
rempt to overturti the-eſtabliſhed Religion, or any 


direct Oppoſition made to It, eſteem ir tarawurls | 


irdoniable Offence; not to the Gods atonegvbutts 


the 8 . ſet itſelf up in Oppoſition to. 
al ona Religions, admitted no; Ines smut 
h them, but declared that _ Gods of the Gen 


es tert not to be wor ſhipped; nor wy . 1 — 
when 8 
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end them and the only Frue'G 
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tiom to u the Prejudices, and Paſſions of the People, 
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' Brogreſs' as to fall under the Notice of FE Magi 


ſtrate, the Civil Power was every where, armed wit. 


all its Terrots againſt it. When therefore St, Paul 


undertook-the Converſion of the Gentiles, he knew: 
very well, that the moſt ſevere Perſecutions muſt be 
the Conſequenoe of any Succeſs in bis Deſign. 
_ Secondly, This Danger was rendered more guitain 
the Oppoſition he. was to expect from the Intereſt, 
Stedit, and Craſt of the Prieſts. How gainful 4 
Trade they, with all their inferior DR made 


of thoſe Superſtitions which he propoſed to deſtroy 5. 
how much Credit they had with 1 deople as well 


asthe Stute by the Means of them, and how much 


Craft they employed in carrying on their Impoſtures, 2 


all Hiſtory ſhe ws. St. Paul cquld not doubt 8 
theſe: Men would exert their utmoſt Abilities to ſtop 
the Spreading df the Poctrines he preached, Dodtrines, 
which ſtruck: = Root of their Power and Gai 


and were much more terrible to them than thoſe of... 
the moſt Atheiſtical Sect of Philoſophers, becauſe, 


the latter contented themſelves with denying. ep 
Prineiples, but at the ſſame Time. declared for ft apy 
porting their Practices, as uſeful Cheats, or at | 
acquleſced in them as Eſtabliſuments authorized: by 


the Sanction of Law: | Whatevet therefore their 
Cufining vould do te ſupport their own Worſhip, 


whatever, Aid they could draw from the Magiſtrate, 


whatever Zeal they dould raiſe in the People, St. 


Bou dvas to contend: wits, dee by. 515 
human Afffiſtance. 's 7 31572 
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Sen find that the. High 5 d.the ,Counci 
Bad, more than 18 been w: d from Freating 
the Apoltſes with ſo 10555 Tin 85 s they delared 


to d 0 fear ef the. People, But. i 
mon, ;the he Genti les no ſuch- Diſp zohitic 
| . Prejudices we 

in, A of their own on OPT, b in A par- 

ticular Manner againſt any Do&rines, taught by a 

As from their Averſi on 1 o all Tdolat: „ and 
4 Icreconcilcable. Separation from. a other Teo 
the Fews were accuſed of hating Manki were 
tbey hated. by all other Nations, nor Were they 
bated alone, but deſpiled, . To. whata De Jegree that 
ntempt, was carried, appears 8 Well by all. the | 
Mention of them in alben Authors, 25 'by. the 
and ti makes of,, the: Unt a N 
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Were ſuch as.ſhocked all their. "moſt. i ingraf 
ious Opinions. They agreed. to no Pringigl 
which he could avail himſelf. ed thei A 
to the other Parts of. the Goſpe cached. To 
| convert. the © ews to Chrift. fun, he os 4 ; able to 
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Words of St. Paul) 1 Cor. il. 14. 
Things; Vor they are PFooliſhneſs 10 Res 185 oh 


may therefore. conclude, eee of 
nyerting the Gentil, St. Punt was. to vuntend 
Wide Polen aud Power-of the 0 
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mh with the Igtereſ Credit, and Craft of tlie 
ie 1 1 Wish gelen and Patra 
1213 Las Jdfob of 
Wee al dl to 5 Mew tha he was io expect b beg 
ppoſitiofi* 19 the'Wiſdom and Fride of the Phi 
Ader And t Such ſome may imagine, 
Men why pretended: to be raiſed and refined above 
gar Prejudices and vulgar Paſlionss | ' would\have* 
bee a Res FF to him in his Deſign, it will be found 
upon” Examination, that inſtead of aſſiſting, ore be 
tending. the Goſpel, they were its worſt: and moſt 
rrreconct able Enemies. 1 * they had Prejudices” 
of theit. On {fill more tepugnant to the Doctrine 
Crit 10 thoſe of the Vulgar, .:more:\deeply.” 
Ts an .more obſtinately fixed in their Minds. 
N Wn, 7 which they valued theraſelves,” 
10 5 in vain a e Spabulir 
1 855 in endleſs Diſputes, mh. 
af the Perfection and Self- ſufficiency? 
| for. in dogmatical-. Psſitivenem 
kal Opinions, „ of.” ſceptical Lene | 
oft clear and certain Truths. It muſt 
T At fit Sig ity fhgx nothiog could:tbe-more* 
adictory to the fir Grſe. Principles of the Chriſtian 
on, th 5 1. theſe of the Atheiſt ical; or Sceptiea 
3 at that Time prevailed: very much 
rt ekt and the Romans 3 nor ſhall 
Lheiſtical Sects were much left“ 
When we conſider the Doctrine: 
n he. Jaturecpf. God and tie Soul. 
nlarge on a Subject which the? 
Mr. Warbyrton ®. has handled ſo well.“ 
0 Ne re ne ery yr Oe ATION into the | 
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o See the divine Beni « Moſer, 1 3. See ally 
| r Enquiry into the pi 
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